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Have you ever noticed the warning labels that seem to be springing up on everything lately?

There’s one on some of the infant strollers that say “Remove infant before folding stroller
for storage.”  Important to do!

Or the warning label on a Batman costume:  Cape does not allow you to fly.  Did Batman 
really fly?  I thought Superman did.  But someone must have jumped off of something with 
the Batman Cape on and came crashing down.

How about the chain saw with the label:  Do not attempt to stop chain with hands.  

Or there’s the label for taking off your fuel cap that says…Twist cap counter clockwise.  
Never use a lit match to check fuel level
Wow.  Kaboom.

Lots of warning signs – some may be necessary, some may not be necessary but in The Story
we are now at a point where we are going to study some of the prophets in the Old 
Testament, who gave some pretty important warning signs to the people who were doing 
things that offended God.

Instead of God directly talking to his people, in this section of scripture he is more likely to 
talk through his prophets.  
He uses certain people to be his mouthpiece.  Two of these people, prophets are Elijah and 
Hosea.

As I shared with you last week the kingdom is now divided and the Kings in the north 
(Israel) and the south (Judah) are very corrupt.  (image)
Today we are going to focus on the first prophet in the northern kingdom (Israel) 
whose name was Elijah, and the last prophet in the northern kingdom whose name 
was Hosea.

The northern kingdom had 19 kings over a period of 208 years.  

For 208 years God sent warning signs and messages to the people through prophets who 
were like living text messages, or instagrams popping up on phones saying…Watch out!  
Return to the Lord!  Be faithful, not faithless…or you’ll have to pay the consequences.

The first story about the first prophet in the north – Elijah – is a story about God showing 
up in a big way.
I am sure that most of you have asked God to show up for you at one time or another.
We could go around this room and share our prayers and petitions to God to show up in this 
situation, or that situation – for this person or that one.



We ask God to show up for us because we know, as Christians, that when God shows up he 
changes things.  He transforms things and brings us joy and peace and justice and insight 
and deliverance and healing and forgiveness.

And I just want to make sure that all of you know that it is okay to pray that prayer…in your 
own life “God Show Up!” ”God show up for me today.  I want to see you.  Open the eyes of 
my heart – I want to see you.  God show up.”

Or you might pray…

“God I’m tired.  I’m even tired of church!  We’ve been through so much in the last year.  Help 
me to feel replenished in my soul today as I sit here in your sanctuary.  Show up for me 
Lord!”

“Lord, I need wisdom.  Show up and give me your insight and direct my path!

“God, I need comfort.  Show up and give me the comfort of your Holy Spirit.”

It is okay to pray for God to show up in your life in a specific way, in a way that you can 
recognize him, for a specific purpose.  

Often I will tell people who are seeking guidance, or aren’t sure what to do, to ask God to 
show up and give them a sign. 

Some people say, “Well you shouldn’t pray that way.  God is too busy taking care of other 
people who have bigger problems than you…or he is too preoccupied with keeping the 
universe on track to give you a sign that he is with you or work on your petty issues.”

However this couldn’t be further from the truth.  I don’t know how God does it, but he is 
majestically powerful, and masterfully personal at the same time.

Jesus told us to pray specifically – not generally.  The more specific your prayers are the 
more your faith will grow as God continues to show up…again and again and again.  

Just beware.  Once you start praying sincerely from your heart “God show up…show me your
self” watch out!  

When you pray that prayer you are summoning the God of All Creation who loves you 
passionately with an everlasting love.  
And when you put that kind of infinite power together with agape love that goes to the 
death for you… believe me…… when he does show up for you….it will transform you.
You might have to wait
And he might show up in a way you didn’t expect
But he will show up…always

Now here’s Elijah in a situation where he asks God to show up.  
The context?  He is the only prophet still worshipping  – the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.  
He is the only one in the region.  
He is in a place where Baalism is popular.  



There are 450 prophets of Baal and only one Elijah – talk about being in the minority!

In fact we have ancient texts that indicate that the Israelites were so influenced by the 
pagan culture that they were beginning to think that Baal and Yahweh were the same 
god.   And God hated that so much!

I am real, God tells them.  Baal isn’t!  Theres no one there!  That’s not me.  I am here.

In fact it got so bad that when the Lord would bless his people with a gift, lets say a good 
harvest, the Israelite people would thank Baal for the harvest – not the Lord their God who 
brought them out of the land of Egypt.

At the same time that the people are being influenced by the culture around them and 
forgetting who their God is … Ahab,  probably the worst of all the evil kings who ruled in the 
northern kingdom…is on the throne…along with Jezebel his wife one of the most evil 
women in all of history - who had already put to death many of the Lord’s prophets.

Ahab hates Elijah…and wants to kill him too.  Why?  Because Elijah had given Ahab some 
pretty direct warnings and was saying some things that Ahab didn’t want to hear.

So when Ahab sees Elijah he greets him in 1 Kings 18:17-19 by saying, “Is that you, you 
troubler of Israel?” 
Not exactly endearing.

Ever hear anybody say, “Here comes trouble!” about someone?  And Elijah, unflinchingly 
responds to Ahab the king who might kill him at that moment, (Elijah is so courageous all 
through this)

“(Excuse me?)  I have not made trouble for Israel.  But you and your father’s family 
have.  You have abandoned the LORDS commands and have followed the Baals.” (1 
Kings 18:18)

 Elijah challenges Ahab – and I guess Ahab likes the challenge cause he doesn’t kill.  
Elijah tells Ahab, you bring all of your Baal prophets and meet me on Mt Carmel.  
We will each prepare a sacrifice and place it on the altar.  
The challenge? To see Which one –Baal or Yahweh –  will SHOW UP? and light the fire and
consume the offering.

So they agree and they meet and build an altar and slaughter a bull and put it on the altar.  
And the Baal prophets go first.   
They call on Baal to bring down fire and consume the offering on the altar.  
They talk louder.  They shout.  It goes on and on.  And after a time Elijah starts trash talking 
them.  
“Maybe your god is hard of hearing.  Shout louder!  Maybe he is too busy, or he went to 
Hawaii for vacation.”  

While Elijah mocks them from the sidelines, the 450 prophets of Baal get desperate.
The confidence of Elijah here in God, is just striking.  There is just one of him…and 450 
prophets of Baal that he is going up against.



Don’t get discouraged if you are in the minority as a Christian.  God always seems to work 
with the minority.

The prophets of Baal start dancing.  
This is not the Vienna Waltz or the Fiesta Tango.
Its ugly when the prophets of Baal dance.  Its like an orgie.  They start cutting themselves 
figuring that a fresh flow of blood will do the trick and girating, and flayling about.  
But there’s nothing.  NADA.  Zilch.  They give up.

Notice by the way that Elijah had this contest set up to favor the god Baal because  
Baal was depicted in the ancient world as holding a lightening bolt. (IMAGE) 
It would be very easy for Baal to throw the lightening bolt and consume the offering if that is
who he was and he was real.  
In other words Elijah is meeting the prophets of Baal right where they are and playing them 
at their own game.

When its his turn to call on the God of Israel, Elijah douses the offering with water, and 
builds a trench around the altar and dumps a ton of water in there as well.  
Not even the best Boy Scout in the world could get a fire going on that altar.  

Then when everything is drenched to the max, Elijah looks up to God and prays that 
prayer….”God Show Up”   “Show these people whose boss.”

And God sent fire down and consumed the sacrifice.  God won and the people cried out “The 
Lord is God!”  “The Lord is God”.  The name Elijah actually means “Yahweh is God!”

The prophet Elijah couldn’t have had a better name for what God had called him to do.

Our God, is real, friends.
If he can show up for a bunch of prophets of Baal, and consume a drenched offering, he can 
show up for you too.

This story reminded me of a seminary student who was a year and a half into his MDIV at 
Princeton
When he was called home because his father had brain cancer.
His father died two weeks after he returned home, and it devastated him
He became severely depressed.  As he described it, his life turned gray and there was no 
meaning, no color, no joy anymore.
He said going about his day was like walking around in a world of cardboard cut outs
And then…in the depths of his grief he contracted a serious blood disease
And he was in bed, unable to get up
He was exhausted at the slightest expenditure of effort

He had gone to seminary to think grand thoughts ABOUT God
He had been a philosophy major in college
And was extremely academic, and esoteric
He wasn’t sure God existed actually, but the concept, the idea of it, fascinated him
Theorizing and thinking abstractly about the possibility of a first cause was what he liked to 
do

Still, as he lay there, sick, exhausted, in the throws of grief it seemed that if God was real – 



Then maybe it was time for him to show up
And the philosopher major seminary student
Slammed his fist into the pillow and cried out
“If you are God, and you are there, Show up!  Do something!”

And just like God answered Elijah’s prayer to come down and consume the offering
God showed up and did something for this distraught young man – so caught in his head, yet
needing to be caught up by grace…

He said later it wasn’t what he necessarily wanted God to do from an academic  
philosophical standpoint
 But what happened, after he slammed his fist into the pillow and cried out “God Show UP!”  
was an experience that was transformational 

It was an electric warmth that began at his feet and rushed up through his body in such a 
way that for the first time in weeks he felt energized and full of life

He sprang out of bed, as an old hymn he had learned as a child came back to him
He began to sing “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine…Oh what a foretaste of glory divine.”

That young seminary student was my Dad, and that experience he had is why I am standing 
in front of you today.
He became a professor at Princeton Seminary as many of you know…but for all the teaching 
that he gave to so many…
Probably the most important teaching he ever gave to me ….
The thing he taught me, and drilled into me
The fact that I could always pray, “God Show Up!  If you are there…show me.  Let me know 
its you.  If you are there…DO SOMETHING.”

And because of that teaching I found out in my life that we have a personal God, who shows 
up for us, again and again and again…and that’s why I do what I do
I want people to know that so badly…

Our idols today are not Baal but all kinds of other things
That promise to show up for us, to make us happy, to give us fulfillment
But after we’ve worshipped consumerism, or achievement, or even idolized a relationship
We find that the only one who really shows up for us where it counts, the only one who 
really transforms us…
The only one who can touch our hearts in a way no one else can
Is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
The God of Jesus Christ

This is Martin Luther King weekend…Here is a quote straight from him…
There is so much frustration in the world because we have relied on gods (science, 
pleasure, money) rather than God. …These transitory gods are not able to save us or 
bring happiness to the human heart. Only God is able. It is faith in him that we must 
rediscover. With this faith we can transform bleak and desolate valleys into sunlit paths
of joy and bring new light into the dark caverns of pessimism." (Strength to Love, p. 51)



We could stop right here, but we need to talk about one more prophet.
Elijah was the first prophet in the northern kingdom and now we go to
Hosea – the last prophet of the northern kingdom

And what you have to know about the prophets is that God used their words but also their 
lives.
In other words God often asked them to live out a story, or a sequence of events, that would 
show people the error of their ways, and hopefully draw them back to God.

A picture of something often is worth a thousand words
I can describe to you what a platypus is
But its not until you see one (IMAGE)  that you might say, “Why did God create that?” 
So God wanted the prophets to live out a picture of what was going on in Israel’s 
relationship with him
The prophets lives themselves were a teaching tool…

So prophets would live their lives to tell a story about God…to show the people something 
with how they lived…not just talk about it.

In this case, God asks Hosea – the prophet -  to marry a prostitute named Gomer.

Gomer means “completion,” that is, the filling up of the measure of idolatry, or the
ripeness of pure wickedness. Her name was indicative of the complete adultery and 
idolatry of Israel.

The name Hosea mean “salvation” or “deliverance”.  Of course.

So, after they get married, as her name would indicate, Gomer continues in her line of 
work…
Leaving Hosea for long periods of time to be with other men

After awhile God tells Hosea to go to Gomer and show her his love

Think about it…that’s a huge request.
He’s got to be angry and humiliated.
Go and confront her, yes, but show her your love…I don’t think so.  That’s hard.
But Hosea obeys the Lord.

The story tells us that Hosea pays her fee
And Gomer enters the room, expecting to meet her next customer
And there she finds Hosea
And Hosea tells her, “I love you, Gomer, and I want you to come home.”

Think about being put in that situation.
This story mirrors God’s relationship to Israel, and to us.
They had a covenant…like a marriage covenant.
The first commandment in that covenant “You shall love the Lord your God with all of 
your heart soul and mind.”
And just as Gomer was unfaithful to Hosea
So the people were unfaithful to God, with all their idols and their compromise



For years God had blessed his people, but the people of Israel never sought him out.  

Never prayed with all of their heart, “God show up for me.  Show me yourself so that I can 
know you better and love you first in my life.”
Instead they lived in sin and unfaithfulness pursuing things that ultimately destroyed them.

God came to Israel and told them, “I love you and I want you to come back home.”
If ever in scripture you get a peek at the heart of God, and how God feels when we don’t seek
him first in our lives, its here.

If any of you have experienced, or know people who have experienced marital infidelity
It is a devastating, heart wrenching experience.  It can ruin someone.
I have sat with so many people through the years who have said things like,
“I thought she loved me.  I thought I was the only one for her.”
OR “I never thought he would do that.  How could he?”

Infidelity breaks hearts, and creates all kinds of pain.
You may have heard it said that when you love more, you also hurt more

If God is the ultimate source of love how much pain must God feel when we go our own way 
– after he’s continued to show up for us again and again 

And yet to the prostitute nation of Israel he still comes – he shows up
Salvation in the bedroom of a prostitute…
He shows up for us no matter where we’ve been or how flagrantly we have messed up…and 
he says to you and to me, “I love you and I want you to come back home.”

That’s the God of Jesus Christ… Hosea didn’t give his life for Gomer, but God in Christ gave 
his life for us

Don’t you get a sense of God’s passion for humanity in all this?
Don’t miss it as you read the OT
God shows up again and again for his people
Sends them prophets, and warnings and signs and blessings
And they still don’t listen, they still don’t love him
And in the end we are left with Hosea, the prophet, embracing and welcoming home the 
prostitute…
The God who shows up for us -  even in a prostitutes bedroom…
God’s relentless pursuit of humanity is beyond what we would think reasonable or 
acceptable

Hosea Chapter 14 is God’s cry to his people throughout history…
“Return, Israel, to the Lord your God. (and when they return) I will heal their 
waywardness and love them freely.” 

May he show up for us all, as we cry out to him, and bring us all home…Let’s pray… 


