
2021-11-14 Heb 10 You Can’t Mess This Up 
 
Text: Hebrews 10:11-14; 19-25 NRSV 

11 And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single 
sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13 and since then has been waiting “until 
his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14 For by a single offering he has perfected 
for all time those who are sanctified. 

 
*** 

19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his 
flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke one another 
to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
Title 
You Can’t Mess This Up 
 
Maybe at some point someone gave you this prompt: “Name one thing you that would do if 
you knew you couldn’t fail.” Maybe it was part of a job interview, or a seminar, or just a ice-
breaker/conversation-starter sort of thing. Even now, as you think about it, I imagine it’s 
something like: 
 

• A high-impact project: Start a business, build a dream home  
• A powerful artistic expression: Write a novel, paint a picture 
• Solve a really big problem: End homelessness, reverse climate change 

 
The prompt invites us to dream big and be specific. It asks us to stop looking at the ground and 
start looking at the horizon. It is a call to cast a bigger vision for your life.  
 
It’s fun to think about… if we can get past the “but it feels impossible” factor.  
 
But what bigger dream is there than to be right with God and right with the world? And what 
could feel more impossible?  
 
The author of Hebrews is saying, in essence: Because of what Christ has done, you should 
dream big. Heck, you should Dream Biggest!  
 
Just notice some of the words and phrases in verses 19 to 25:  

We have confidence… 



To enter the [Holy of Holies] by a new and living way 
Since this the case... 

Let us approach with… full assurance of faith 
Let us hold fast… without wavering  
Let us… provoke (NIV “spur”) one another to love and good deeds 
 

<think about getting to go to a Warriors game this week, and notice what is happening at the 
bench during the time outs.> 
 
If we were all players for the Golden State Warriors, then the author of Hebrews would be 
Draymond Green walking up and down the bench shouting these words at us!  
 
What is the cause for all this optimism?  
 
All of this is possible by the blood of Jesus, who is also the great priest, who open the way for 
us, who is faithful to keep his promises, and whose return is fast approaching!  
 
We are made perfect by Christ’s work on the cross. We can’t mess this up!  
 

• It’s not about how good we are, our how great we are, or how worthy we are. It was 
NEVER about that!  

• It’s about how great Jesus is!  
• Greatness isn’t just possible, it’s promised! And not because of what we could do if only 

we tried harder or dreamed bigger. It’s all because, and only because, of what Jesus has 
done.  

 
Now, when I say we can’t mess this up, I am not saying we don’t make mistakes, or don’t need 
to grow, or don’t experience the consequences of sin and need to change direction and make 
amends. We are definitely doing those things. But we now see them in a totally different life. 
They aren’t an impediment to God’s grace. Our failures our completely included.  
 
<My experiencing coaching another pastor going through a divorce> 
 
When I say we can’t mess this up, I am saying that it all belongs. There is no part of your life 
that can’t be used by God for good, and for glory.  
 
Because of that:  
We can, once and for all, get out the sin management business. 
 
We can stop beating ourselves up. 
 
We can DEFINITELY stop believing that God will love us more or be more pleased with us if we 
do a good enough job of beating ourselves up! 
 



We can stop spending much of our lives obsessing over how we are doing it wrong, about how 
we should be doing more, or doing it better.  
 
We can stop believing the lie that the world, the flesh, and the devil all conspire to tell us, 
namely, that we are messing up at life.  
 
The gospel of Hebrews says: You Can’t! You can’t mess this up!  
 
Omigosh, if I stop doing that then what will I do with myself? What am I going to do with all the 
extra time and energy I’ll have? 
 
The author of Hebrews gives us some tips.  
 

• We can hold fast to what we believe even and especially when life is really really hard. 
 

• We can imagine new and creative ways to urge one another on toward love and good 
deeds. 

 
• We can keep getting together, keep cheering each other on,  

 
• and keep fanning the flame of hope in one another.  

 
<reflections on how we have done this over the past three years, and how we can keep doing 
this until GrX takes over> 
 
Let us pray.  
 
 
 


