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We’ve spent a couple of weeks marveling, and rejoicing, in Jesus as light.  Which is not only 
true; it’s also a good reminder at a time of year when darkness comes early and stays late.  Thinking 
of Jesus as light reminds us of the God-ness of Jesus, and what an astounding thing that he was born 
in our midst like any human baby would be. 

This week we’re going to look at another way of describing Jesus, as full of grace and truth.  
We will be reading through John 1:14-27, and we’ll be thinking about what it means to say that Jesus 
is the truth.

Hear now the word of God as it comes to us from the gospel of John. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we 
have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and[a] is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.
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19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders[b] in Jerusalem sent priests and 
Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the 
Messiah.”

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What 

do you say about yourself?”
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”[c]

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you 
are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26 “I baptize with[d] water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is 
the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”

Here ends the reading of God’s holy word.  Join me in saying, Thanks be to God.

Jesus is full of grace and truth.  That’s repeated twice in this section of John.  Verse 14: “We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.”  And in verse 17: “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ.”.  And not only does grace and truth come THROUGH Jesus – he says, in John 14:6, that he IS 
“the way, the truth, and the life.”  Jesus is the light, as we’ve talked about the last two weeks.  He is 
also the truth.  And what does that mean?  Well, here we have to be careful.  Our understanding of 
truth might not be the same as God’s understanding.

Here’s a hypothetical example of what I mean: Suppose you were to ask me, “Pastor, you said 
you would go visit my aunt Tillie; have you done that yet?”, and I were to answer, “Oh, I’ve got her 
on my list, and she’s the next person I’m going to contact!”  But in fact I ‘d forgotten all about your 
aunt Tillie until you reminded me of her, and I don’t have a physical visitation list.  Did I tell the 
truth?  Well, not really!  But was that an out-and-out lie?  Good question.  I didn’t say that I’d gone to 
visit her, when I hadn’t.  That would be an out-and-out lie, which you could easily prove.  All you’d 
have to do is ask Aunt Tillie if I’d come to visit.  But even though I didn’t openly lie to you, I did 
strongly imply that I hadn’t forgotten about her, that I was planning to visit her but just hadn’t gotten 
around to it yet.  What I’d be doing is misleading you, in order to make myself look better than I am. 

That’s a common thing that people do.  Including Christians.  We know we’re not supposed to 
out-and-out lie (Commandment 9, You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor).  So we 
try not to.  But on the other hand, we also want to make ourselves look good in other people’s eyes; 
so we make misleading statements, that we think will make ourselves look better. 
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However.  Jesus doesn’t  do that.  Jesus is full of grace and truth.   Grace and truth come 
through him.  And he IS the truth.  The truth looks like Jesus.  I think we would all agree with that, 
yes?

But none of us are Jesus.  So what does truth look like in us regular people?  John the Baptist is 
a good example of that.  The religious leaders in Jerusalem send out priests and Levites, to ask him 
what he’s doing, and who does he think he is anyhow?  Is he going to cause a whole lot of trouble or 
not?  And he says, “I am not the Messiah.”  Which is true.  And, that’s the main thing the religious 
leaders wanted to hear; that John wasn’t going to cause trouble.  I can imagine the religious leaders 
thinking, “Whew!”  as soon as they hear the truth, “I am not the Messiah.” 

Malachi 4:5-6
“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord 

comes.  He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”

Well, then, why is John out there preaching and baptizing?  So they ask him, “Are you Elijah?”, 
referring to the book of Malachi.  In Malachi 4:5-6, God says, “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah 
before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.  He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a 
curse.”  They are asking, “Are you the Messiah’s precursor?”

Matthew 11:12-14

“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to 
violence, and violent people have been raiding it.  For all the Prophets and the Law 

prophesied until John.  And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.”

Now, John could have said, “Yes.”  He was Jesus’ precursor.  And Jesus himself referred to 
John as having the role of Elijah.  In Matthew 11:12-14, Jesus says, “12 From the days of John the 
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence,[a] and violent people have 
been raiding it. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to 
accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.”

But in fact, John said, “I am not.”  Why did he say that?  Because he didn’t want to mislead 
people.  2 Kings 2 reported that Elijah went to heaven in a fiery chariot.  Well, John did not come 
down from heaven in a fiery chariot.  He was miraculously born of regular human parents, and he 
grew up in the usual way.  John has the function of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, per Malachi 4:6.  John’s preaching of 
repentance, and baptizing, is fulfilling Malachi’s prophecy.  But, biologically, he is John, not Elijah, 
and he doesn’t want to mislead people.  He doesn’t want to distract them from the ministry that God 
has called him to do.  He doesn’t want to make himself look good at the expense of truth. 
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And in the same way, when the priests ask John, “Are you the Prophet?”, he says no.   “The 
Prophet” refers to Deuteronomy 18:15, where Moses says that God will raise up a prophet like him, 
and God will put his words in the Prophet’s mouth, just as he did with Moses.  Again, John is 
fulfilling that function; he is saying what God told him to say.  But biologically, he isn’t Moses; and he 
isn’t literally taking the people to a new land.  He doesn’t want to confuse people, or mislead them in 
any way.  He doesn’t want to make himself look good at the expense of truth.  John the Baptist is a 
good example of someone who not only speaks the truth, but also does so in a way which won’t 
confuse or mislead.

How might we grow in truth?  It is tempting to mislead others, to try to make ourselves look 
good.  It is tempting to say the equivalent of, “Oh, yes, your Aunt Tillie is on my list,” when in fact 
she isn’t – except for in your memory.  But - a misleading truth is not truth.  A half truth is not truth.  
A cross-your-fingers-behind-your-back truth is not truth.  How can we get away from the temptation 
to mislead one another?  How can we get away from the temptation to make ourselves look good?

Well, John was a regular person.  How did he steer clear of the temptation to mislead?  He did 
it by focusing on what he was called to do.  He was called to lead people to repentance, to prepare 
people for Jesus’ ministry.  So that’s what he did – period.  As he says, “I am the voice of one calling 
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”  John focused on God and not on his own 
status.  And his focus on God made it possible for him to be extra careful not to mislead anyone by 
his words or actions. 

As Christians, we have our own callings.  We are all called to respond to Jesus.  Each and every 
one of us is called to draw near to Jesus, and fix our eyes upon him, and grow in him, and grow more 
like him.  Then we all have our own specific callings, based on who God has created us to be.  Some 
of us are called to be church musicians.  Some of us are called to teach.  Some of us are called to 
comfort others, or provide hospitality.  Some of us are called to ensure that our church finances are 
honest and transparent.  Some of us are called to prune bushes or fix plumbing.  And as we grow 
closer to Jesus, we will be more inclined to point to him, and less inclined to point to ourselves.  We 
will be less inclined to mislead anyone, the closer we get to Jesus.

And the closer we get to Jesus, the more we will speak the truth.  Jesus is the truth; he is the 
source of truth; and grace and truth come through him.  The closer we are to Jesus, the more like him 
we become.  The closer we are to Jesus, the less we mislead others or try to promote ourselves. 

What we can do to grow closer to Jesus, that we might be more filled with the truth that he is?  
Of course, pray, and study the Bible; you all know I’ll say that!  If you want help in praying, come talk 
with me about it.  Jesus will always help you to become more like him if that’s what you want, and if 
that’s what you ask him for.  If you want help studying the Bible, I’d encourage you to talk with Terri 
Dias, who is our volunteer Christian educator.  God speaks to us through the Bible, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, so it’s important that we understand what it is that we’re reading.  And beyond that – 
what else?  You can think carefully about what you say in your day-to-day conversations, as John the 



Baptist did, so that you don’t deliberately mislead people.  You can ask the triune God to help you 
speak the truth.

It also helps to remember that we are not trying to figure all this out on our own.  We are part 
of 2000 years of Christian tradition; and looking at our tradition helps us understand something of 
who we are as Christians.  Two weeks ago, we ended the sermon by saying the Nicene Creed together 
as a congregation.  It was written in 325 AD, accepted by all the approved varieties of Christians at 
the time, and still used by the major branches of Christianity.  This week, as we say the Nicene Creed 
together, let’s remember the power of truth – that truth that will one day prevail over all things.  Let’s 
stand, and say the Nicene Creed together.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.


