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Welcome

Call to Worship – Hardy Hemphill

Psalm 40:9-11

Leader: I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly; I do not seal my lips, as you 
know, O Lord.

People: I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and 
salvation.

Leader: I do not conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly.

People: Do not withhold your mercy from me, O Lord; may your love and your truth 
always protect me.

Advent Candle Wreath Lighting – Bill, Maggie & Pat Day

Reader 1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning. (Light first candle)

Reader 2: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. (Light second candle)

Reader 3: Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God, 
but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the 
Father, has made him known. (Light third candle)

Unison prayer: O God, we thank you that there is such a thing as truth.  Through 
Jesus, you have shown us how truth acts, and what truth is like.  Help us all to be 
truth-full.  Come, Lord Jesus!

Hark the Herald Angels Sing
You’ll Come
God With Us



Greetings & Announcements – Janet Russell

Prayers of the People – Janet Russell

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Emmanuel

John 1:14-27 NIV

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,  the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all 
received grace  in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is 
himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 19 Now this was 
John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders  in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he 
was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 They asked him, 
“Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” 
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you  
say about yourself?” 23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in  
the wilderness,  ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”  24 Now the Pharisees who had been 
sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26  “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is 
the one who comes after me,  the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”

Truth
Rev. Janet Russell



ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Fellowship Calendar:

WVPC Leadership - Please email in your Annual Reports before January 5! The Budget 
Meeting is 1/16/24.

Sunday, December 15 – A Christmas Carol Advent Series continues after Service at 10:45 
am in Room 15, and the next 3 Sundays following. It’s a dramatic group reading of the original play, 
followed by scripture application and discussion. Please contact Terri Dias for more information.

Sunday, December 15 – Nancy Hobbs is collecting $10 for poinsettias for decorating the 
sanctuary.  She will have them in the sanctuary starting December 22. After the December 24 Service, 
you are welcome to take your poinsettia home.

Sunday, December 22 - Caroling at Pacific Gardens. Join us for lunch and caroling!  Many 
of us will be attending Terri's after church Advent Study and/or you can join us for a light lunch in 
Room 15 at noon.  There we'll be eating and preparing Christmas cards to hand out.  We'll leave 
church at 12:40pm, set up at Pacific Gardens at 1pm, and sing Christmas carols and hymns with the 
residents at 1:30 pm.  Anyone who loves to sing is welcome to join us!  Song sheets will be provided. 
Questions? Contact Janet Shaw.

Tuesday, December 24 – Invite family and friends to our Christmas Eve Service at 5 pm. 

Saturday, December 28 – WVPC's monthly hosting of The Refuge Homeless Ministry 
offers a worship service and meal to the homeless. Want to volunteer to help out this month? Food 
servers and desserts bringers always needed. Contact Janet or Greg Shaw for more information.

Thursday, January 16 – WVPC's Budget Meeting will take place at the Session Meeting at 7 

pm in Room 15.  Please turn in your portion of the Annual Report before January 5. The 
Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, February 23, after Service.

Coffee & Donuts:
December 15 – Zee/Grace
December 22 – Mike & Karen Clark
December 29 –
January 5 – 
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