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Come and See!

John 1:35-39; John 1:43-46; John 4:28-30; Luke 2:1-20
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Call to Worship - Hardy Hemphill
Psalm 66: 1-2, 4-5

Leader: Shout with joy to God, all the earth!

People: Sing to the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!

Leader: All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing praise to your
name.

People: Come and see what the Lord has done, how awesome are his works in our behalf!

Advent Candle Wreath Lighting - Mike & Karen Clark

Reader 1: "In the beginning was the Word, and Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.” (Light first candle)

Reader 2: "The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him." (Light second candle)

Reader 3: "Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God." (Light third candle)

Reader 4: "When John saw Jesus passing by, he said, 'Look, the Lamb of God!" When the

two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw them
following and asked, 'What do you want?™
(Light 4th candle)

Reader 5: "They said, 'Rabbi' (which means Teacher'),
'where are you staying?' 'Come’, he replied, 'and you will see.' (Light 5th candle)



Unison prayer: Glory to you, almighty God, for you sent your only-begotten Son, that we
might have new life. Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for you became flesh and dwelt among
us, that we might become your people. Glory to you, Holy Spirit, for you direct and rule our
lives. Glory to you, almighty God, and to your Son, Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen. [from the Directory for Common Worship]
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Song
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Greetings & Announcements - Janet Russell

Prayers of the People - Janet Russell

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Song

John 1:35-39; John 1:43-46; John 4:28-30; Luke 2:1-20 nv

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus
passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 37 When the two disciples heard him say this,
they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you
want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 39 “Come,” he
replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that
day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow
me.” 44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about
whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth! Can
anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip.

John 4:28-30; Luke 2:1-20 NIV continued

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the
people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything | ever did. Could this be the
Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of



Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to
be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him
in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 8 And there were shepherds
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.

9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to
those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them.

19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just
as they had been told.

Come and See!

Rev. Janet Russell
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