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Hello everyone, really grateful to be here with you today. My
name is Scott and | am filling in for Pastor Flo today. | want to
add my welcome to people who are joining us online
wherever you may be - your church family is with you today.

As you know for the past several weeks we have been looking
at the first book of the Bible - Genesis - where everything
begins. And the theme we are sitting with as we read many

familiar passages is how we hear and respond to God’s voice
[n our lives.

The big idea is that God is personal and He wants to speak to
you...to YOU. The God of the universe wants to communicate
with YOU.

My hope today is that in some way your ears and heart get a
little more tuned...and that you hear God’s word to you.



Specifically, | want to consider how we hear God’s voice
related to guidance in our lives.

So as we get started in this message | have a question:
If | were to ask you when you are most interested or intent on
listening to God, what would you say?

Is it when everything is going well? Probably not.
For many of us, we get real interested in listening to Jesus
when we are facing some big questions.

Should | take this job? / Should | marry this person? / Should |
move? / Should | quit? / Should | start? / How much should |
help my kids or grandkids? / Should | make this big purchase?
/' Which course of treatment should | follow?

Are you feeling the stress yet? Just asking them gets my
heart going.

We need answers, so we look to God hoping that God will
give us a thumbs up or thumbs down. With the divine stamp
of approval or word of warning we can move into the future
confidently.

If that is you, you are not alone...I find that my prayer life and
listening space gets much better when | am facing big
decisions or challenges.
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But what does God think about all of this? Today we are going
to look at how God speaks to us about decisions and the
future and about the kind of guidance God offers...if we listen.

TEXT
Now, | know we are just getting started in Genesis but | am
going to take us to a different text for today - a proverb that
lots of us memorize.
Proverbs 3:5-6.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Straight Paths

We will come back to the first part of this passage, but | want
to look at this last line - He will make your paths straight. What
do “straight paths” look like? What is God actually promising
here?

As | have followed Jesus in my life, | would not characterize
the journey as a straight path. It has had ups and downs, and
times when | felt like | was going backward. There have been
moments when | wondered if | was on any kind of path at all.
Maybe you can relate.

It has helped me to consider the history of God’s people as
they escaped captivity in Egypt. After the great plagues,
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Pharaoh finally relented and let the Israelites leave Egypt - but
they didn’t know where to go. So God led Israel in the form of
a pillar of clouds during the day, and at night as a pillar of fire.

When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on
the road through the Philistine country, though that was
shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change
their minds and return to Egypt.” Exodus 13:17

[Photo - pillar of fire] The route that God chooses for them is
not the obvious one. In fact he leads them on a route that
seems impossible...a route that requires crossing the Red
sea. Can you imagine what the people are thinking at this
point? What happened to the straight path God! What are you
doing?

Well, God knew exactly what he was doing. He took them on
a route that was best for them. He knew them so well that he
understood the limits of their faith and trust. If they
encountered too much adversity, he knew they would cry out
to go back to Egypt.

And he knows you too. And his path for you may not look very
straight right now but that doesn’t mean that He is not leading
you, or that he has abandoned you.

Matthew Henry comments: "Those that put themselves under
a divine guidance shall always have the benefit of it. Those


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rf6mg9Dxt4PbVkZdLdT53RqgfUZafqe5/view?usp=drive_link

that faithfully follow the pillar of cloud and fire shall find that
though it may lead them about, it leads them the right way
and will bring them to Canaan at last."

The paths of life on which the Lord leads us often seem
winding and bumpy to us. Yet from God's perspective—which
is the only perspective that matters—these paths are straight
and smooth, taking us exactly where He wants us.

So a straight path in this context, doesn’t mean easy, simple,
pain free, or even in fact straight. Israel went around in all
kinds of circles while they followed the fire and cloud. But
when the time was right they entered into the promised land.

Straight simply means the way you should go, or the way God
intends.

So what leads us to that straight way. Let’s go back to our
proverb.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.

Do | really believe that God is FOR me? Do | believe that
God'’s ways are best?

Do | trust in the actual God, or the God of my imagination?

When we are seeking guidance sometimes we treat God like
the Magic 8 ball? [Photo]


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-6ydljxGZfb20rA8qrConV08GnUdTwxY/view?usp=drive_link

Anyone seen this, it has been around a while. You ask a
question, then shake the 8 ball and your answer floats to the
top.

My wife tells the story of when she was little, how, when she
had questions, she would close her eyes and ask God for a
sign. Then she would imagine a “giant stop light in the
clouds”. [Photo] She would ask God to give her a red, yellow
or green and wait to see which one would come.

God wants to be more than an answer machine that we use to
reduce our anxiety. (x2)

God wants a relationship with you, He wants your attention
and allegiance.

Any guidance we receive comes out of that relationship.
And we know that relationships require trust. And trust takes
time.

If you want guidance from God, it will come out of that trusting
relationship.

My freshman year in college was challenging. | was getting
crushed in calculus. | was getting beat up on the Football
field. And in the classroom, my faith was getting dismantled in
my Western Culture class. We actually read parts of the Bible
and other foundational texts that are the pillars of Western


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nlpt2d5EkQsqWz3NwdlgG0VomHeCF_KB/view?usp=drive_link

Civilization. But the assumption of our teacher was that the
Bible and Christianity was a pleasant fiction. You might be
able to extract some helpful values, but smart, educated
people didn’t really take Jesus any more seriously than Zeus
or Athena. My simple Montana faith was not up to this barrage
of criticism and questioning. And | began to wonder and
doubt. My head was spinning as | went home for the summer.

So | met with Bill, the pastor of our tiny church - FPC of Cut
Bank MT... and he immediately called me a heathen and
tossed me out of his office.

No, actually he was kind and gracious with my questions. He
listened carefully and shared some Scriptures and resources.
But most importantly he encouraged me to take my questions
to Jesus. He told me that God was not afraid of my doubt.

So | spent hours that summer walking and praying and asking
God to show himself to me. And there was a day when |
heard from God. | felt like Jesus was right there next to me.
And | don’t have this experience often, but | heard God as
audibly as | have ever heard him say, “Scott, | have heard
your prayers. | am the God you have known all your life. It is
all true. You can trust in me.” And then my heart felt steady
again. | felt like the ground under my feet was solid.

Trust is built one moment at a time as you surrender more of
your life over to God and experience God’s faithfulness. It



usually starts with small things. If we are conversant with God
in the small things, we are more likely to hear him in the big
ones.

One benefit to getting older is that | have more data. God has
seen me through some challenges big and small. | don’t
always know the why, but | know that God has proved
trustworthy through his provision and presence in my life.

When you know someone well, you can often predict what
they will say. The more you know and trust Jesus, the more
his words will just flow to you.

What we want, what we think, what we decide to do when the
word of God does not come or when we have so immersed
ourselves in him that his voice within us is not held in
distinction from our own thoughts and perceptions - these
show who we are: either we are God’s mature children,
friends and coworkers, or we are something less. - Willard

If we know and trust God, his voice may be so familiar that it
is hard to distinguish from our own.

Lean not on your own understanding

What we want, and our ability to justify it is very strong. We
think we know what is best. What makes the most sense. But
we are SO limited in what we can see.



Anyone ever been convinced you are right about something?
[Like the 49ers are the best team in football.] Of course.

Ever get into an argument about it?

Sure you have, because often two people can have very
different perceptions about the same thing. And both can be
quite certain they are right.

How can this be?

Because for the most part our perception is colored by any
number of factors all of which are subject to sin and
selfishness.

Sin seeps into our perceptions and our motives in ways that
are invisible to us.
By nature | want what | want. Not what God wants.

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who
can understand it? - Jer 17:9

We shouldn’t put too much weight on our own understanding
because it is flawed.
This is why we approach things with humility.

If you want to hear from God, humility is required. We are
dependent creatures in the care of a benevolent God.
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That is why hearing God is not really about God telling you
what to do.

It is about a life of following and learning and growing
together. It is a life of dependence.

BUT we are always fighting it.

Just tell me what to do Lord, and then | can get on with it.
| can make it happen.

| can do it on my own.

If you have ever lived with a toddler you know...they want to
do it.

My son has his learner’s permit and hopes to get his driver’s
license in February. | am the designated teacher because my
wife exceeds her blood pressure limits when she is in the car
with a novice driver. | can tell each time that we drove
Shane’s patience is getting thinner. Enough with the lessons. |
am ready.

He can’t WAIT to get his license...why because he was free!
No more rides from awkward mom and dad.

We all have this streak in us. And it shows up when we come
to God. It colors what we hear. And it's why we are often
disappointed.
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So if we want guidance from God we need to approach with
humility and a healthy skepticism about our own motives. The
good news is that God will meet us in that place.

Come near to God and he will come near to you...Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. - James 4:
8 & 10

Let’s look at the next phrase in our proverb.
In all your ways submit to Him

To submit (some versions have “to acknowledge”) means that
| surrender my will and life over to the care of Jesus.
Everything | have comes from Him. He is the Lord of my life.

| will hold everything else loosely. | will offer it up to God’s will
and direction.

Jesus shows us what this looks like when he prays to God the
Father in the garden before he goes to the cross for us.

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken
from me. Yet not as | will, but as you will.” - Matthew 26:39

Jesus acknowledges his desire, but surrenders it to the will of
his Father. He doesn’t hide his hopes or his fear. But he trusts
that God’s way is the best way.
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This is the prayer that God can use - it gives God the room in
your heart to lead you.

The great Jesuit Priest Ignatius of Loyola offers some insight
into developing this kind of attitude. He says the key is to hold
everything in our life loosely and become “indifferent” so that
we can focus on following the way of Jesus.

“We must make ourselves indifferent to all created things, as
far as we are allowed... Consequently...we should not prefer
health to sickness, riches to poverty, honor to dishonor, a long
life to a short life. The same holds for all other things. Our one
desire and choice should be what is more conducive to the
end for which we were created” - #23 of The Spiritual
Exercises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola.

It is not easy, but if we can practice indifference and submit
ourselves to the will of our creator, we are more likely to hear
from Him. We are less likely to be led astray or confused.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,
and he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Practical Tips
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As we wrap up today | want to offer some tips in seeking
guidance from God.

Ask - God wants to hear from you.

Don’t be bashful but don’t expect an instant answer. In asking
you have INCREASED your AWARENESS and God will use
that to bring things to your attention. Maybe over days or
weeks.

Create space and make time - We talked about this first
week. It is difficult to hear God through the noise and
distractions in our lives. Silence and solitude dramatically
increase the chance that you will hear something from God.
For some, doing a task that quiets the mind can also be
powerful...walking, chores, yard work. Whatever works for
you, the key is to make sure you have space set aside when
you can listen without distraction.

Spend time in Scripture - Your word is a lamp for my feet, a
light on my path. - Psalm 119:105

The Bible gives us an objective source of wisdom and is clear
on many points. Many of our questions can be answered with
a thoughtful look at the Scriptures.

“It cannot be stressed too much that the permanent address
at which the word of God may be found is the Bible. More of
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God’s speaking to me has come in conjunction with study and
teaching of the Bible than with anything else.” - Willard p. 238

| know that for me, when | pray for guidance that answer often
comes as a verse of Scripture that comes to my mind, or | find
in my reading or listening.

Ask your friends and other believers to pray with you.
There is power in the community to amplify God’s word to
you. Like a radio telescope - the Stanford Dish.

Hearing God speak through the people in your life can be an
amazing experience.

Inviting others into the conversation takes humility and
demonstrates submission. It also draws people together
spiritually in a powerful way.

Don’t panic if you don’t hear anything. - Maybe God trusts
you with the decision.

I’'m a bit of a perfectionist...about certain things. Mostly | want
to avoid getting in trouble, or doing something wrong. And this
is not a bad thing, especially when right and wrong are really
clear. But when it is just choices, it can be paralyzing.

Does God care if | take this job or that one? Maybe God cares
MORE about HOW | show up in that job?



15

“The main thing God gets out of your life is not the
achievements you accomplish. It's the person you become.” -
Willard

The person you are becoming comes through making
choices, exercising agency, and living in the consequences of
those decisions and actions. God will be with us, encouraging,
strengthening, at times rebuking or simply letting us learn
from the consequences.

In general, it is God'’s will that we ourselves should have a
great part in determining our path through life. This does not
mean that God is not with us. Far from it. God both develops
and, for our good, tests our character by leaving us to decide.
- Willard

This makes life an adventure with God.
It is not a perfect plan that we are in danger of messing up.
Risk is required. But it is a calculated risk. Jesus is with you.

And nothing can thwart God’s plans...SO if you are WAY
outside God’s plans you can count on some kind of
correction.

If God remains silent you might ask in prayer for God to reveal
anything in your life that is preventing you from hearing Him.
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| don’t believe that God messes with our minds. He is not
mean, and if he has something to say to me, he will say it. -
Willard

When God seems silent he may just be trusting us to do what
is right.

Finally, remember that God is a GOOD parent - Jesus
remind us of this truth in Matthew:

“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you,
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good
gifts to those who ask him! - Matt 7:9-11

Those good gifts include his sovereign will and guidance in
your life.

Closing Exercise

As | close today, we are going to practice what we are
preaching - we are going to take a few minutes to listen and
see how God might lead us.

| am going to lead us through a guided time of prayer.
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So get into a comfortable posture for prayer. Take a deep
breath.

Let’s begin with offering up a place where you need some
guidance today. A big decision, a concern, a fear. In prayer
just offer that up to God. [Space]

| am going to read a few short passages - listen for God’s
word to you.

In you, Lord my God, | put my trust.
Show me your ways, Lord,
teach me your paths.
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long. Psalm 25

Do not fear, for | am with you, do not be afraid, for | am your
God; | will strengthen you; | will help you, | will uphold you
with my victorious right hand. Isa. 41

For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future. Jer 29:11

Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Josh 1:9
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Lord, we invite you to speak into our hearts through your
Word, through other followers and friends, through articles or
books | may read, and podcasts or programs | might listen to.
| ask you to lead me in whatever way you see fit. Help me to
pay attention and create space. And show if there is anything
that | need to address to hear you better. Help me to be
indifferent to anything but your will for me. | am listening.
[SPACE]

Thank you Lord for our time together this morning. Our lives
are in your hands. The future in your hands. Help us to make
good decisions and to follow your will. Today and everyday.
We love you and surrender to you.

Amen.



