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The Heavens and the Earth 
Genesis 1:1-2:5 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 When I was in elementary school, our music teacher taught my class a song that 
I did not like very much because I found it too repetitive. I thought it must be one of her 
favorite songs because we seemed to sing it every week in the lead up to Christmas.  
 

As I was preparing to speak today it occurred to me that perhaps her reason in 
teaching that song wasn’t because she liked it so much but because in being 
repetitious, children who could not yet read, could remember the lyrics better.  
 
 I bet you know the song I’m thinking of. It involves a true love who gives may gifts 
over a twelve day period… Join me if you know the first line: 
 

One the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me…a partridge in a pear  
tree. 
 
Each day there is a new gift until we get to day 12 – there are gifts like lords a 

leaping and ladies dancing and maids a milking and swans a swimming.  I don’t 
remember all the quantities involved until I get to the part where everyone pauses and 
sings: 

 
Five golden rings.  

 
Then I find my place and I can finish the song. Join in if you know it.  
 
 Four calling birds, three French hens, two turtle doves 
 And a partridge in a pear tree.  
 
 Repetition in a song helps us remember what is coming next even when we 
might get lost in the variation. 
 
 The same is true in the creation account we read in Genesis 1. Much like with a 
poem or a song, the repetition and variation in this account would have helped the 
Israelite people, for whom the account was first written, to remember it.   
 

They were not a literate society the way we are.  They didn’t have books, kindles, 
or iphones.  Most of the people would not have had access to a written copy of the Bible 
the way we do. For many generations people relied on an oral tradition, where they 
passed things along with words, and stories, and songs. The teachers had to find ways 
to help the group as a whole remember and tune in to what was most important, when 
they couldn’t all write it down or read. So the teachers had to use things like repetition 
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and variation to get it to stick in the minds of the people.  We’ll see that in a minute 
when we read Genesis 1. But first I want to clear up something. 
 
The Bible account of creation has been the source of much discussion and debate over 
the years.  It has led to a lot of heated arguments over things like: 
 

Creationists vs Evolutionists 
The Big Bang Theory 
Young Earth vs Old Earth 

 
The reality is, God did not intend to give us a scientific account of exactly what 
happened at creation.  
 

I can think of 2 good reasons.  First, most of us would not understand what it 
meant anyway, unless we were someone like Steven Hawkings, and I’m doubtful even 
he would have understood it all.  Certainly, the people who first received the account 
would have had no way of comprehending what it meant.   

 
Like a newborn baby coming into this world, what is important is that the baby 

feels secure and loved and has food and clothing and shelter.  They need to know when 
they cry that a loving person appears to take care of them. Trying to explain how you 
mixed the paint to make the right shade of blue or pink, explaining what tool you used to 
build their crib… it would be incomprehensible.  

 
 A second reason I can think of why God would not tell us the specifics of how he 
created everything is so that if we ever got to the point where we could understand it all, 
we would not be able to go off and copy what he had done.  Can you imagine the chaos 
and pain that would follow if we all went about creating our own copycat worlds?  
 
 So, by leaving the details out and letting there be mystery and uncertainty in the 
process, God protected us and focused us in on what is most important.  
 
 
 Today we are going to read the creation account together. There is an insert in 
your bulletin with it printed in two colors and it will also be on the projection screen in 
two colors.  I’ll take the part in black on the insert and the part in white on the screen.  
Mike will lead you in reading the blue parts on the insert or the _____ parts on the 
screen.  
 
 I’m hoping as we read the account together this way, that the most important 
aspects of what happened in creation will become clear to us all. The repetition and 
variation of the passage gives us clues as to what is most important for us to know. 
 
 

Let’s now read Genesis 1:1-2:5 together. 
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Phew! We got through it! 

 
Let’s take a look at a summary of what we was most repeated in the account:  
 
 And God said … and it was so. 
 
 And God saw that it was good.  
 
 There was evening and morning the “nth” day.  
 

 
Although the specific items God created each day are different (the variation), we 

see a pattern emerge that is repeated each day:  
 

(1) God spoke,  
(2) what he commanded occurred "and it was so"  
(3) and God saw that it was good. (The repetition)  
 

The creation of the humans is the climax and the details that follow (The job God 
gives the humans and the God gift of food to the humans and the animals) serve almost 
like a bridge in a song - to prepare us for the end of the account.  
 

And finally, like a repeating chorus (although the specifics vary), three times 
through the narration, God speaks a blessing: 

 
God Blessed 3 Things: 

 
 On day 5 – The sea creatures and the winged birds.  
 On day 6 – The humans 
 On day 7 – The Sabbath 
 

 
We can't unpack this whole passage in 25 mins, but I want to highlight a few 

things this account reveals.  
 
1. We have a God who not only has the intelligence and power to create a stunning 
world, but we have a God with enough love to provide all that we need, in advance. In 
the creation account, he gave us work to do (vs 28 - be fruitful and multiply, and rule 
over the animals), food to eat (vs. 29) and time for rest (2:3). And so we learn from the 
very beginning that God knows our needs before we do and has made provision for all 
our needs.  
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2. We see that each new work of creation begins with the phrase, "and God said," or 
"then God said". Emphasis being on "God said." I believe this is the most important 
thing we are to understand in this account - God spoke. God spoke each act of 
beauty into existence. 
 
 

I would have loved to have a front row seat to watch God speaking the world into 
existence. Reading the account in Genesis 1 gives the feeling of a magician at work. 
Effortlessly God calls for something to happen and it does.  
 
 

I imagine if any of us had a front row seat watching this, it would have burst our 
ear drums to hear the thunderous voice of God calling forth each new thing. Thankfully, 
God does not thunder at us most of the time when he speaks to us today.  
 

Usually his voice comes more softly, in a gentle whisper, and in a variety of 
ways: ...through scripture, through other people, through music, in nature, in dreams, 
through thoughts and ideas that come to mind, through mental pictures and our 
imagination, through circumstances, through a sense that you know that you know that 
you know something, through A-Ha moments, and even sometimes through trials and 
suffering.  
 
 Give an example:  

a.  Doing hair up-dos for my daughter’s gymnastics.  
     “God, show me how to do this.”  
      Image of standing on a stool. 

 
 

If the most important thing we are to understand from the creation account 
is that God spoke, then the next most important thing is that creation obeyed.  
 

3. Every time God speaks, we see the phrase "and it was so." In other words, 
when God spoke, creation responded in obedience. And, when God speaks and 
creation obeys, God sees that it is good. In other words, our creation story makes it 
clear. Obedience to God's word is good.  
 

In fact, it is how we show God we love Him. Jesus made this very clear in his 
teachings too:  
 

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will 
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone 
who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not 
my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. (John 14:23-24)  

 
Speaking of his impending death on the cross, Jesus said:  
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28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this 
world is coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may 
learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 
(John 14:28-31)  

 
 
Jesus’ death on the cross was an act of obedience and submission to 

God's command. Jesus was able to follow through with it, because of his 
immense love for and trust in His heavenly Father.  

 
Many of us struggle with this still today. It might not be that we actually 

have trouble hearing God's voice, it might be more that we have trouble being 
willing to do what he says. It has to do with love and trust. If we truly knew the 
love God has for us, and trusted that His ways are best, we could surrender to 
his will and do his bidding, as Jesus did. Even though it came at great cost, with 
much pain for Jesus.  

 
But often in life we want to flip the script. We don't trust that God knows 

what is best. We want to avoid pain and embarrassment at all cost. We give in to 
the darker urges we feel instead of facing them and surrendering them and 
growing through them. We speak in prayer telling God what we think is best, 
instead of listening and trusting and obeying his voice.  

 
We're going to see in a few weeks, that when creation (more specifically 

the humans) stop responding in obedience to God's voice, it all falls apart. That’s 
why we have all the chaos we do in the world today.  The humans didn’t and still 
don’t listen for the voice of God. 

 
That’s why Jesus had to come. He lived the perfect life of obedience to 

God so He could suffer and die in our place and thereby help us find our way 
back to obedience with God. And because he was without sin, death had no hold 
over him and so he rose from the dead and lives still today and can help us still 
today. When we lose our way, we find in Jesus the ability to once again do 
exactly what God, our Father, commands us to do.  

 
I want to end with 2 stories, both involving my son, as they illustrate 

different ways God speaks into our lives still today. I asked his permission to 
share them generically without identifying him. His response was this. “Mom, 
when I hear Pastor Phill and Menlo share stories from his own life and his own 
family, it is more powerful because they are personal. So, you can tell them it 
was me, your son, so that it will be more powerful when they hear it.”  So, with 
my son’s permission, here are 2 things that happened.  
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1.  Drum teacher’s text – It’s time for him to play on the worship band at 
church.  

2. In our time of conflict – God spoke – “What do you gain by doing that?” 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

By its use of repetition, the creation account in Genesis 1 reveals this to us:  -  
 
1. learning to listen for and recognize the voice of God is the most important 

thing we can do.  
 

2. The second most important thing we can do is like it – when creation obeys 
the commands God gives, there is blessing and life and goodness.  

 
Yet we all struggle to listen and obey. Often it feels better in the short run to do it our 
way, to lean on our own understanding, to take things into our own hands. But when we 
can trust God and allow Him to speak into our hearts and minds and when we are 
willing to obey, it goes well for us and for those around us. 
 
Will you do your best today and each day to listen for God's voice and respond in 
obedience, as the world did in creation, so that God can do good things in your life, the 
life of our church and in our world today. As it was in creation, may it be so in our lives 
today.  

 
  
 
Let’s pray. Pray as the Lord leads. 
 
Song of Response: Trust and Obey 
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