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The Generous and Proactive Provision of God
Genesis 2:4 - 2:25

INTRODUCTION

When my children were little, they had to get reading glasses. | remember talking
with one of their teachers about it at the time.

She shared with me a story of her own daughter’s experience in getting glasses.
For her daughter they weren't just reading glasses, but general all the time use,
glasses.

The teacher said that as they were driving home for the first time after the
glasses came in, her daughter looked out the window and exclaimed “Oh, mommy, look
the trees have leaves!” and “Oh look, there are blades of grass in those yards!”

The teacher was saddened to realize just how much her daughter could not see
up to that point, but she was also grateful that things could be different going forward.
What had once been a blur was now in focus. The details that were missing could now
be seen.

Reading the Bible can often feel like that. Initially, it might all seem like a blur.
We miss the details that are there and don’t grasp why they are important. But as we
ask God’s spirit to help us understand His word, clarity comes and we begin to see
things we did not realize were there. And we see connections with our own lives today.
It's like putting on a pair of glasses for the first time.

We are in a series on the book of Genesis. A couple of weeks ago we read the
spectacular creation account recorded in Genesis 1. There, God called things forth out
of nothing much like a magician effortlessly producing new things before our eyes.

From the repetition of the account, we learned that the most important thing God
wanted us to understand in Genesis 1 is that over the course of a 6-day work week, with
one special day marked for rest, God spoke and creation responded in obedience to the
voice of God. God saw that it was good and he blessed the animals, the people and the
day of rest.

We also talked about how God still speaks today and how it is still good for us to
listen for his voice and respond in obedience. Last week Scott Palmbush helped us go a
little deeper into what listening for the voice of God is like.

Today we are going to read Genesis 2. Some parts of the creation account will
come into focus as if we put on a new pair of glasses, or as if we were looking through a
magnifying glass.
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Instead of watching God from a distance, effortlessly speaking things into
existence, we’'ll see God close up, digging into the dirt and getting His hands dirty.

Like a master potter working to mold and shape a lump of clay, we’ll see God
molding and making the first human being from the dirt of the ground. We’ll see God
place him in beautiful garden already prepared for him.

Before we read the account, let’s pause for a moment and ask God’s spirit to
bring His word into focus for us, so that we can see more clearly the leaves on the trees
and the blades of grass that are there. Let’s pray.

Prayer: God of the big picture and God of the minute detail, would you open our
eyes and our hearts to see and understand more clearly the truth revealed in your word
today, so that we might draw closer to you and be more like you. In Jesus name, Amen.

Let’s read Genesis 2:4-25

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earthl2! and no plant had yet sprung
up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the
ground, 6 but streams!® came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the
ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a manl< from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put
the man he had formed. ° The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the
ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the
garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into
four headwaters. " The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land
of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resinld and
onyx are also there.) '3 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the
entire land of Cush.[e] * The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east
side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

5 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it. ' And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any
tree in the garden; 7 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

8 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper
suitable for him.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-36a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-37b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-38c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-43d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-44e
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9 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the
birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 2° So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam!T no suitable helper was found. 2" So the Lord God caused the man
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribsl9/ and
then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the
ribll he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.

23 The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and
they become one flesh.

25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

The main point that stands out in this closer up creation account is that
God is proactive and generous in providing all we need for life on this earth.

1. Even before the first human realized he needed anything, God had already
made generous provision for him. God completely, thoroughly, bountifully
providing for his physical, spiritual and relational needs.

(Beauty, Food, Meaningful work, Protection & Guidance, Spiritual Life, Companionship.)

Where do we see this?

In verse 8 we read that before God had fashioned the man from the dirt of the
earth, God had already planted a beautiful and exquisite garden for him to enjoy.
It was called the Garden of Eden.

The word “Eden” means “delight,” or “pleasure.” So, the Garden of Eden was a
garden of delight or a garden of pleasure.

As we read the description of the Garden in verse 9, we understand why. God
had made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to
the eye and good for food.

In verse 10 we see that a river flowed from Eden, watering the garden as it went.
We all need water to survive, so we understand that this river was a source of
life.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-51f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-52g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-53h
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But the river also symbolized the abundance of the resources God provided.
We’'re told the river flowed through a land where there was gold, not just any
gold, but good gold, as well as onyx and aromatic resin (vs. 10-14).

God also provided meaningful work for the man to do — tending and taking care
of the Garden (2:15), as well as caring for the animals (2:19 also Gen 1:28).

And as if that were not enough, probably before the man’s tummy had even
rumbled for the first time, God had already gifted him with all the delicious food
he could possibly need. In vs 16 God tells him: “You are free to eat from any tree
in the garden,” with one small restriction that God was very clear about.

In vs. 17 we see God commanding the man, “You must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

As children, we often don’t appreciate the protection and guidance our parents
provide when they set limits. But as adults we realize that boundaries and limits
are there to keep us safe.

And so even in this opening command, we see God’s protection and care for the
first human as He clearly defines the boundaries around the Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Evil, with a definitive warning about the consequences for
disobedience.

It must have been amazing for the man to live in the Garden of Eden and know
that all his needs had been taken care of before he even had to ask for anything.
and to talk face to face with the God who so generously and lavishly made it all
and gifted so much of it to him.

Our world today feels very different, from the Garden of Eden, doesn't it? Many
people go hungry each day. There are food shortages around the world caused by
famine, war, mismanagement and inequality. There are people who have trouble
finding work and unemployment rates can be worrying at times. For many it is hard to
make ends meet.

Even here in the Bay Area many people worry about where their next meal is
going to come from. My husband and son volunteer at a second Harvest Site
distribution site about once a month. In a 3 hour shift, they have about 600 families
come through the line each time they serve.

| googled it and found out that “Second Harvest of Silicon Valley serves
approximately 500,000 people monthly across Santa Clara and San Mateo counties
combined. This high, sustained level of demand represents a significant portion of the
local population, with roughly 1 in 6 people in the region relying on their services for
food assistance.”
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What happened that made our world so different from what we read about
in the Garden of Eden?

We’ll answer that question in more detail in a couple of weeks. For today, suffice
it to say that the one limit God gave to the man — to not eat the fruit from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, well yeah, he ate from it alongside of the women and
together they brought sin and death into the world through their disobedience. And all
that has gone wrong since can be traced back to that one disobedient act.

But a couple other questions come to mind...

First, even though we’ve sinned and there are dreadful consequences to live with,
does God still care about our world and our needs today?

Second, is God still able to do anything to meet our needs the way he did back in
Eden?

And the answer to both questions is a resounding ves.

God absolutely cares about our needs. That's why God himself came into the
world in the person of Jesus Christ and allowed himself to be beaten and bruised and
spit on and ultimately nailed to a cross, so that he could die in our place, the death we
deserved, then rise from the dead and offer us new life once again, through the power
of his Holy Spirit.

As he breathed the breath of life into the nostrils of the first human many years
ago, still today God longs to breathe the breath of his Holy Spirit into our lives to give us
new life in Him.

And still today, if we are willing to humble ourselves and let him help, God
is willing and able to meet our needs. Sometimes he still does it proactively —
providing for us before we even realize we have the need, as this story will
illustrate.

A few years ago, someone | know told me they had gone through a rough patch
that involved a move to a different state, a new job, a subsequent divorce. Then the
news came that their company was relocating to a different state and they could keep
their job and move with the company or stay put and take a severance package. Given
all the upheaval the children had already been through, the person decided to take the
severance and stay put.

For a season they lived off their severance and their savings as they tried to be
more present to the children. They were not actively looking for work, but at one point
they were approached with a job offer from someone they knew, but it didn’t feel like the
right position, so they declined it. And then later another offer came from someone they
knew and it was a better fit. They decided to take the job.
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What they hadn'’t realized until they got their first paycheck was how much they
really needed that new job in order to make ends meet going forward. What they had
been living off of in that season was almost gone. Before they even realized it, God had
proactively opened a door to a job that would provide for their needs in the next season
of their life.

For my friend, it was much like we see in Genesis 2, where God provided
meaningful work and food for the first man before he even realized he needed it.

Have you ever known God to provide for your needs before you even were
aware you had them? Why not say thank you to Him right now, in the quietness of your
hearts. It's pretty cool when it happens.

As He was in creation, still today, God is in the business of generously and
proactively meeting our needs, often before we are even aware that we need Him
to.

That’s what Philippians 4:19 means when it says:
And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

It doesn’t say he will meet out greeds. But it does say he will meet our needs.

The verse is taken from a letter the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Philippi
after they gave a generous gift to help support him. So, one might ask, does this verse
apply to us?

If we put it in the context of the creation account that we just read, where God
created the world and made it clear He is the source of the provision of all human
needs, then yes.

If we are walking humbly with God, and obeying his commands, then we can
expect his help in meeting our needs. And we can take this verse to the bank...”And my
God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”

And this brings us to our second point from Genesis 2.
If the first point is that Genesis 2 showcases a creator God who is proactive and
generous in providing all we need for life on this earth, often before we know we

need it,

then, the second point is that God intended our life and work to be done in
partnership with Him.
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2. Genesis 2 reveals a partnership unfolding between the creator God and the
created human being.

Where do we see this?
a. First, in the production of crops. In verse 5 we read that:

“no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the
field had yet sprung up for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and
there was no man to work the ground.”

Before you worry about a contradiction in the order of creation we read about in
Genesis 1, let me set your mind at ease. Genesis 1 says that God created the seed
bearing plants and trees on day 3 and humans on day 6.

The vegetation described in Genesis 2:5, as the “shrub of the field and the plants
of the fields” are not those seed bearing trees and plants that God created on Day 3.

Rather they refer to the kind of vegetation that relies on human agriculture to
cultivate. So things that farmers grow in their fields... like oats and barley and wheat
and rice.

[ppt slides 1 — fields along the road]

Those kinds of plants, or crops, had not been cultivated yet, because God had
not yet sent rain on the earth and there were no humans to work the ground.

Can you hear the partnership in the design ...God would send rain in due time,
and the humans would work the ground. The humans could not produce rain on their
own and God would not be the one to till the soil and care for the crops. Each had their
part to do, and both must work together in order for there to be a good outcome.

[ppt slides 2 — corn fields up close]
Last year the kids and | were privileged to spend some time on a ranch in South
Dakota, visiting a dear friend of mine. We were there in time to see the greens and

golds of harvest. The pictures on the screen are some | took while there.

We also spent some time last year in a farming community in Kansas where my
father grew up.

In both cases, the weather was a common topic of conversation — especially how
much rain there had been — because the weather and the rain affected the crops.

[ppt slides 3 — Combine harvesting the wheat]
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Last year was a very wet year in both states and so the farmers had to delay
harvesting their crops, to make sure it was dry when they brought it in.

Living in the city in CA, most of us don’t appreciate the idea that still today, the
growing of our food is something done in partnership with God.

In contrast, in the American mid-west, many farmers understand this partnership
between themselves and God. The cost to irrigate such large areas of land is too much,
so they rely on God to send the rain at the right time and in the right amount. Prayers for
rain and for wisdom in planting the right crops each year are the norm in the partnership
between farmer and provider God.

We see the partnership between God and humans, in the production of food and
the growing of crops, established in creation...God is responsible for the rain and the
humans are responsible for working the ground.

b. Another place we see a partnership between God and the human is in caring for
the animals.

God created the animals and God brought them to the man in the garden.

The man could not create the animals, and he could not make the animals come
or obey him. He needed God to bring them to him the first time. So that he could
give them a name and they would know who he was. God had to introduce them
to each other.

So in verse 19, God brought the animals to the man to see what he would call
them. And that was the man’s work — giving them all a name.

So, we see again, in the garden, life was lived and work was done in partnership
with God.

Still today, our life and work is meant to be done in partnership with God. There
are parts that we are responsible for doing, and we must do our part. At the same time,
there are often parts of our life and work that we cannot do fully on our own. That
means, there are parts of our life and work where we must rely on God’s help. It is
meant to be a partnership.

In our life and work together with God, we cannot do God'’s part, and God will not
do our part. We must work together.

That is what Philippians 2:12 -13 is getting at, where the apostle Paul wrote
these words:

2 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my
presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with
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fear and trembling, 3 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his
good purpose.

Can you hear the partnership in this? Our part is to obey God, and to work out
our salvation with fear and trembling. God'’s part is to work in us to will and to act
according to His good purpose.

So, the partnership God set up in creation, continues to this day, if we open
ourselves to God in that way. Of course, God is the senior partner. How could it be
otherwise with an infinite God and finite humans.

| am personally thankful that still today, God is in the business of creating
partnerships with humans who will let him in. | have personally experienced
God'’s blessings and His provision many times because of the partnership
between us. Here is one example.

When | was in college, my parents helped with paying my tuition, but | was
expected to work to help with the cost of room and board. | strung together various part
time jobs to try and make ends meet. A couple of years in | realized | wasn’t making a
go of it. As | prayed about it, sometimes | would remind God that the Bible says He
owns the cattle on a thousand hills — we read that in our call to worship today. | would
even ask him if perhaps he might consider selling one and sending the proceeds my
way.

In time it became clear that | needed to get a higher paying job. | prayed and
prayed, asking for God'’s help and guidance. Then, | calculated what my expenses
would be and how many hours | would have to work and at what payrate going forward.
Then | went to the job board at school and looked until | found one job that | thought |
could do that paid what | would need to get paid.

| submitted an application and landed an interview which | was so thankful for. It
seemed to be going well until | went to answer one question and all of a sudden |
started crying. It's a story for another day but for years | couldn’t talk about myself
without crying. It was very embarrassing and | was sure that was the end of my chance
of landing the job. | didn’t know what | was going to do after that. | just kept praying God
would guide me to the right thing.

Well, a week or so later | got a call back from the folks | had done the interview
with. They had finished all the interviews they needed to do and they wanted to offer me
the position.

| couldn’t believe it. | was sure my breakdown in tears mid interview would have
shot any chance | had at getting the job. But, they said they felt like | was a really
compassionate person and | would fit well with the team.

| couldn’t believe it. Here | was sure my crying had blown my chances, but God
seemed to have taken what | thought was a weakness that was so embarrassing, and
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He and used it for good. It was pretty clear to me that God had moved the hearts of the
people who interviewed me, and I’'m grateful that he did.

| don’t think | could have landed that job in my own strength, even though it was
exactly what | needed. It felt like there was a partnership with God at work.

3. This brings us to the final point | want to focus on from Genesis 2. If the
first point is that God is proactive and generous in providing all we need for life
on this earth, and the second point is that our life and work are meant to be done
in partnership with God, the third point is that God often uses other human
beings to meet our needs.

In Genesis 2, we discovered that after God created the first human and put him
in the garden to take care of it, God said it was not good for man to be alone. He then
brought all the animals to the man to name them. But for Adam, no suitable helper was
found.

So, God did the first surgery recorded in the Bible. He put the man into a deep
sleep, (sounds a lot like what anesthesiologists do in surgery), we’re told he took one of
the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a
woman from the rib he had taken out of man, and he brought her to the man.

The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called ‘woman’ for she was taken out of man.”

Then God institutes marriage, saying, “That is why a man leaves his father and
mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.”

And we read this well-known sentence, “Adam and his wife were both naked an
felt no shame.”

Some people see in this account a foreshadowing of what would happen to
Jesus on the cross. They see a symbolism in Adam’s side being opened to give life to
his bride and Jesus’ side being pierced so that he could give life to his bride the church.

Whether that symbolism was intended or not, | can imagine the wonder and
excitement the first man must have felt on waking up and finding there was another
person in the earth with him. Not just an animal, but a real person, made of the same
substance he was.

[PPT Slide 4]

| think this artist has captured well the expression that must have been on his
face. Don’t you see the surprise and joy he must have experienced on seeing her for
the first time?
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| expect they both felt contentment in each other’'s company.

[PPT Slide 5]

But, the story begs the question:

Why did God wait so long in the process to create the woman? Did it take God
that long to realize Adam needed another human being to help him in his duties of
caring for the animals and the garden? Did it take God that long to realize that there
wasn’t a suitable helper for Adam among the animals?

No. | think God had a very good reason for waiting.

| suspect God knew that once the man and woman ate the forbidden fruit, things
would fall apart between them. Conflict would set in, with finger pointing and blame.
Their marriage would become very difficult at times and hit many bumps. The man
could easily take the woman for granted. By giving the man some time to feel in himself
the stirring that something was not yet complete, God made it more likely that Adam
would come to realize for himself that it was not good for him to be alone.

So, | believe God took Adam through a journey of self-discovery, before bringing
the woman to him. Because after sin entered the world, he would be tempted to go it
alone many, many, many times. Instead of a garden, he would settle for a man-cave,
something like a garage with a remote and a TV, a place to hide.

Adam needed to go through a process before that happened, where he realized
that without a suitable partner and helper, he was alone and it was not good. Adam
needed to see the animals for what they are ... wonderful, amazing creatures, but not
the same as a human companion and helper.

Up till this point, Adam had all his needs proactively met before he knew he
needed them. This one God did differently, so the man would remember what it was
like before the woman came along, and when things got difficult, he would find a way for
reconciliation and repair and healing to happen so the relationship with his wife could be
restored. It might take some time, but he would need to remember that it had not been
good for him to be alone.

In creation, God met some of the man’s needs directly, and proactively. But
some of them he met through the presence and gift of another person.

Still today God often meets our needs through the gift of other people. He
puts us families, and churches and communities, because we need each other.
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Since we have been using the theme of work and financial provision, I’ll
share one more story about how God can provide even for our financial needs
through other people in partnership with Himself.

A number of years ago as | was praying, an old friend kept coming to mind along
with a specific amount of money. It stayed with me and wouldn’t leave. So | talked with
my husband about it and we agreed to send this person a check.

| hadn’t been in touch with her for a few years, so | had to track down her
address from a mutual friend. And it felt a bit weird but | sent a card basically saying
that as | was praying God kept bringing her to mind along with this sum of money, so |
assumed God wanted her to have it. We hoped it would be a blessing to her.

Soon after we received a card back saying, “Thank you!” and asking, “How did
you know?” Well, we didn’t but God did.

A close family member had passed away and there was going to be a memorial
service for them in another state. She wanted to attend, but couldn’t afford the cost of
the plane ticket. The check we sent was the exact amount she needed and so she was
able to book her ticket and go be with family as they grieved together.

There are times | have been on the giving end and times | have been on the
receiving end, but | want to leave you with this verse from 2 Cor 9:8.

8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work. — 2 Cor 9:8

We are not meant to be isolated islands going through life just taking care of our
own needs and ourselves.

God means for our life to be lived in community and partnership with others as
well as with him. Sometimes we are on the receiving end, sometimes we are on the
giving end. We need each other, just as we need God too. Often, still today, God
chooses to meet our needs through the kindness and generosity of other people.

*One caveat — there are a lot of people out there trying to scam others —
especially older people. Be very cautious about strangers you befriend online,
especially if they start asking you for money. Always run those requests by a spouse or
close friend if you are not married, or your grown-up children if you have them, to make
sure you are not being cheated.

There are people with legitimate needs, and we want to be generous in helping
them. But there are also some people with bad intentions who might try to take
advantage of us. So, we need to be wise and cautious even as we are generous and
kind. Part of being wise is to talk with others about the situations that arise and not do
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things in secret where we are hiding what we are doing from others and can more easily
get caught in a scam that way because we are isolated and acting alone.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, as you look back over your life, can you see evidence of God
providing, generously and proactively for you? Have you seen evidence of God
working in partnership with you to meet your needs?

Then give him thanks today.

Has God blessed you in any way? Will you allow Him to work through you to be
a blessing to others in need as well?

Let’s Pray: Gracious God, you who created it all and own it all still today, we are
amazed at your generosity and how you gift us with so much. You have blessed us
richly in creation and you continue to bless us today. As we come to your table, would
you open our eyes to truly see and understand your kindness to us, that we in turn
might be generous and kind with others as well. We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

COMMUNION

The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread,
and after giving thanks to God,

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat,

This is my body, given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup saying:

This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,

do this in remembrance of me.

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord
until he comes.

BENEDICTION:
May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, and

May God bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work.



